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Joyce Pollard to Retire after 47 Years 
  

After 47 years of anchoring the office at 
Sturgeon Creek School, Joyce Pollard is retiring.  
She began her career at SCS in January of 1975.  
That year the school boasted 257 students, with 
279 the following year.  By contrast, this year 
there are 98 names on the SCS role.  
  

Joyce has seen many changes over the years.  
She began in the office with a huge manual 
typewriter, moved up to a Commodore 64 and 
ended with a dual screen set up with programs 
that challenge even the younger generation. 
Joyce was actually a computer pioneer as she 
tells of going to a School Board meeting and 
various workshops across the district to extol the 
virtues of computerization. When she began 
Joyce made copies on a spirit duplicator which 
she had to keep filled with duplicator fluid.  Now 
the touch screen copier pumps out dozens of 
double sided copies a minute as it sorts and 
staples.
  

While Joyce has seen a great deal of change 
some things have changed very little, like the 
need to keep bandaids handy, the laughter and 
the fact that she knows all of the students in the 
school and their families. This has made her an 
invaluable resource. She has enjoyed working 
with many colleagues over the years and we have 
appreciated her.  
  

We will greatly miss Joyce here at the school.  In 
the midst of change, Joyce has been a constant.  
She has dedicated her life to the betterment of 
our school and community.  She has been like a 
‘school mom’ looking out for and caring for 
students and staff alike.  The word cornerstone 
comes to mind when when we think of Joyce.
  

In retirement Joyce plans to help out around the 
farm, spend time with her family and friends, 
garden, cross stitch and perhaps drop back in to 
the school to do some casual secretarial work.  
As a school community we would like to thank 
Joyce for her many years of dedicated service 
and wish her much happiness and enjoyment in 
retirement. 
  

Joyce’s last day will be on Friday, December 17th.  
I would invite you to send her a text, an email, a 
card or call and let her know how much she is 
appreciated.  

  

Kendall Olsen, Acting Principal 

 

 

 

Fundraisers
Mom’s Pantry 
Our thanks go out to all of the families who supported 
the Mom’s Pantry fundraiser and thanks also to our 
school council members who organized the event.  
Pick-up will take place Wednesday, December 8th 
between 2:30 and 5:30 pm.  Please call the school 
before you come to ensure your order is ready.  

Little Caesars Pizza
Our next fundraiser for the year will be with Little 
Caesars.  We will start between January 12-24th and 
wrap up by February 8th.  The proceeds from the 
fundraisers will go toward  a permanent shelter in the 
outdoor classroom.  We appreciate your support!

“Together, we empower all students to believe in themselves, to achieve, and to dream.”

December’s Character traits are Empathy and Compassion. The goal of compassion is seeking to understand 
another’s struggles from his or her point of view and then doing whatever is necessary to heal the hurt.  

No matter the technology (1980’s or 2020’s style), 
Joyce has embraced the change and the challenge.

http://scs.rrdsb.com


The Northwestern Health Unit is reporting some confusion 
about the school screening tool. Some parents are under 
the assumption that children can return to school 24 hours 
after a single symptom resolves and if no other symptoms 
occur. This is not correct. The screen does not "reset". All 
failed screens - regardless of the number of symptoms - 
must be followed by a negative COVID test, or a 10-day 
isolation. Vaccination status does not affect whether a 
student must isolate or test. Vaccination status does, 
however, impact close contacts of confirmed cases: • 
When a vaccinated student is identified as a close contact 
of a confirmed case, they are required to test, but need 
not isolate if they are asymptomatic. They may return to 
school immediately following the test unless they receive a 
positive result, at which point, the Health Unit will 
intervene with instructions. • When an unvaccinated 
student is identified as a close contact of a confirmed 
case, they are required to test AND isolate for 10 days 
REGARDLESS of whether or not they are symptom free.

IMPORTANT  DATES
December 8   Mom’s Pantry Pick-up
December 16   Virtual Christmas Concert Posted 
December 17   Last day of school before break
Dec 28- Jan 2     Christmas Break
January 3    First day back to school


